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I worship Gnanaprasunamba who is ever intent on
the five functions of regeneration, disappearance, creation,
protection and destruction of the universe and who is highly
praised by the Vedas.

Chapter 12
YOGINI NEELA
Sage Romasa narrated the story of the Yogini Neela to Sage
Bharadwja as follows :-
Oh Bharadwaja! To the south of the Himalayas, there
is a country known as Malava. A river called Malaharini,
having its source in the Vindyas, flows in that region. On
the banks of this river is a hamlet known as Viprakuta in
which a brahmin named Dharmatma lived. He had a
daughter named Ghanakala. In her previous birth she was
a learned brahmin by name KalaanidhL As a result of her
past sins she became a widow at a very young age, but was
very learned and acquired the title "Yoga Vidya". She visited
several sacred places. She went to Mithila and learnt Brahma
Vidya from emperor Janaka. She became very proud of her
learning and was boasting that there was no one equal to
her in the knowledge of Self. She used to mock at learned
sages wherever she went. At last she reached Nepal and
met a great sage named Kauntaravya whom she wanted to
defeat. Pretending all humility, she prostrated before him
and told him that she had conquered several sages and that
there was no one equal to her. She invited him for a
philosophical discussion.